21_21DESIGN SIGHT Exhibition
“Modes and Characters: Poetics of Graphic Design”
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in the 1990s, with personal communication and

design processes moving to computers and
internet. This exhibition introduces graphic designs
that followed this process, with emphasis on designs
related to the Japanese writing system, and including a
consideration of historical text design.
Main exhibits are by some 50 teams and individuals,
taken from a wide range of graphic and artistic fields.
Japanese graphic culture evolved using a mixture of
writing systems (ideograms and phonetic signs), all with
visual presences as well as meanings. Additionally, text
can be written vertically or horizontally, and signs can
be appended to denote specific pronunciation and add
extra meaning. Within this context, how did Japanese
graphic culture respond to the global digital information
technology? What did this encounter produce, and what
are the possibilities for the future? This Exhibition raises
these questions, organizing them in 13 sections, including
“formative design,” “physicality,” and “media.”

D esktop publishing (DTP) entered the mainstream
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Admission | General ¥1,400 / University
students ¥800 / High school students ¥500

/ Junior high school students and under may
enter for free *Please refer to our website for more
information on discounts and online tickets.
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Tel | 03-3475-2121
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Address | Midtown Garden, Tokyo Midtown,
9-7-6 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 JAPAN
Access | 5 min. walk from Roppongi station

(Toei Oedo Line / Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line)

and Nogizaka station (Tokyo Metro Chiyoda Line)
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